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‘To deliver a curriculum that is provided by good teachers underpinned by an effective blueprint for excellence in culture, behaviour, attainment and wellbeing – to find the champion in everyone’




	
Supporting Effective Transition at Lime Wood
In line with the EYFS Statutory Framework and Development Matters
Introduction
At Lime Wood, we recognise that transition is a significant experience in a child’s early education. The EYFS Statutory Framework (DfE) and Development Matters guidance emphasise that secure, well-supported transitions are essential for children’s emotional wellbeing, confidence, and readiness to learn.
Transition is not a single event, but a process. When managed effectively, it supports children to feel safe, develop positive relationships, and maintain continuity in their learning and development.

Why Transition is Important
The EYFS framework highlights that children learn best when they feel secure, and Development Matters stresses the importance of strong relationships and familiar routines. At Lime Wood, we understand that:
· Children’s emotional security underpins all learning 
· Positive transitions reduce anxiety and build confidence 
· Continuity between settings supports progress and development 
· Strong communication with families strengthens outcomes for children 
Effective transition ensures that every child, including those with additional needs, is supported to thrive from their starting point.

Transition into Reception (EYFS)
We have a comprehensive transition programme to ensure children feel safe, confident, and ready to begin school:
Working with Pre-School Settings
· Attendance at Local Authority transition meetings with feeder settings 
· Visits to early years settings, particularly for children who may present with additional needs 
· Information sharing to support continuity of care and learning, including our class transition booklets
Building Relationships with Families
· Welcome meeting for parents to share key information and expectations 
· Opportunities for parents to ask questions and understand routines 
Supporting Children Directly
· Home visits for all Reception children conducted by the class teacher and teaching assistant 
· Builds early relationships 
· Allows children to feel known and valued 
· Taster session where children and parents: 
· Visit the classroom 
· Meet staff 
· Engage in play-based activities in their new environment 
These approaches reflect Development Matters guidance on the importance of familiar adults, environments, and routines.

Transition from Reception to Year 1
Recognising that this is a key shift from EYFS to Key Stage 1, we carefully plan opportunities to ensure continuity:
· Reception children visit Year 1 classrooms for shared story sessions 
· Year 1 teachers visit Reception to read stories and build relationships 
· Each class has a transition booklet which includes photos of their environment and the adults that will be teaching and looking after them.  This is shared with every child so that they can review the booklet in the weeks before starting/coming back to school.
· Whole-school transition morning, where: 
· Children meet their new teacher 
· Spend time in their new classroom 
· Become familiar with expectations and routines 
This ensures children experience a gradual and supportive transition, reducing uncertainty and maintaining confidence.




Transition for Mid-Year Starters
We recognise that joining a new school during the year can be particularly challenging. To support this:
· All new children begin with a half-day session on their first day 
· This is followed by full-time attendance once the child feels more secure 
This flexible approach allows children to:
· Become familiar with the environment at a manageable pace 
· Build early relationships with staff and peers 
· Settle emotionally before full integration 

Our Commitment
At Lime Wood, we are committed to ensuring that every transition is:
· Child-centred – meeting individual needs 
· Inclusive – with particular attention to children with additional needs 
· Collaborative – involving families and previous settings 
· Gradual and supportive – reducing anxiety and promoting wellbeing 
By following national guidance and embedding best practice, we ensure that all children experience a positive start and continue to flourish throughout their early education journey.
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Ignite the spark, reveal the champion.
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