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Executive Summary  
  
In December 2016 the Department for Education (DfE) approved the Woodland Academy 
Trust’s application to open a new primary free school which is situated in South-East 
London by the River Thames within the Erith Quarry Development. The proposed school is 
proposed to open in September 2023. As part of that process, the Trust is required to 
consult on its proposal under Section 10 of the Academies Act 2010.  
  
Consultation process  
  

• The formal consultation process took place over a period of six weeks between 23rd 
August 2022 to 4th October 2022.  

 
• 8000 leaflets were delivered to the surrounding area promoting the consultation 

process. The leaflet contained links to the Lime Wood Primary and Woodland 
Academy Trust websites where the consultation document and online 
questionnaire could be found. In addition to the leaflet distribution all key 
stakeholders and subscribers were sent the leaflet requesting their feedback.  

  
• An email and postal address were set up to receive enquiries.  

 
• A dedicated consultation page was set up on the Lime Wood website with full 

details of the consultation.   
  

Feedback  
  

• 17 survey online and written responses were received all from the online survey. No 
responses or queries were received via email. 
  

• The overwhelming majority of survey respondents (over 82%) stated that they 
were in favour of the proposed Lime Wood Primary School to serve the area.  

  
• The majority of survey respondents (over 88%) agreed with the proposed 

admissions arrangements.  
  

• The overwhelming majority of survey respondents (100%) supported the aims and 
ethos of the new school.  

  
• The overwhelming majority of survey respondents (over 82%) agreed that the 

Woodland Academy Trust should enter into a Funding Agreement with the 
Secretary of State to open and run Lime Wood Free Primary School.  
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Outcome of the consultation process and next steps  
  
1. This report will be circulated to key stakeholders and there will be public access to this 

report by the end of October 2022 via the Lime Wood Primary School website and via 
email to the stakeholder group (Consultation for Lime Wood Primary - Lime Wood 
Primary School).  There will be no public access to the individual responses received as 
they are covered by the Data Protection Act 2018.    

  
2. This report on the findings of the consultation process will be supplemented by several 

other processes and will be included in the Funding Agreement submission to the DfE 
in October 2022. The DfE will consider the outcome of the consultation as part of the 
Funding Agreement sign-off process to formally approve the opening of Lime Wood 
Primary School.   

  
3. Subject to DfE approval of the Funding Agreement and completion of the construction 

phase, there will be further opportunities for stakeholders and local residents to be 
involved in the programme.  

  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

https://www.limewoodprimaryschool.co.uk/key-information/consultation-25th-july-4th-september-2022/
https://www.limewoodprimaryschool.co.uk/key-information/consultation-25th-july-4th-september-2022/
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Section 1  
  

1.1  Introduction and background  
  
Following the Department for Education’s (DfE) approval of the Woodland Academy Trust’s 
application to open a new primary school in the Erith Quarry area of Erith in September 2023, 
the Trust was required to consult on its proposal under Section 10 of the Academies Act 
2010. The consultation period ran from 23rd August 2022 to 4th October 2022, a total of 
approx. four term time weeks and three within the school closure period.  
  
Lime Wood Primary School is currently in its pre-opening phase and is planned to open in 
September 2023. The school will open with an initial 60 place Reception intake and will then 
welcome children year on year until the school reaches its full capacity of 630 pupils.  

1.2  Rationale for the Lime Wood Primary School  
  
The Trust has worked in partnership with the London Borough of Bexley and the Department 
for Education on the development of Lime Wood Primary to meet the need of the growing 
local community. The Erith Quarry development when complete will provide 870 new homes.  
  
Many external documents are available to support the housing needs, building design and 
landscape, school need, environment, transport, etc. These documents are available at:  
 
http://pa.bexley.gov.uk/online-
applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=NF6IESBE01D00  

 
1.3  Vision, ethos and curriculum  
  
Lime Wood Primary will reflect the aspirations we have for all of our schools in the Trust. We 
will give your child every opportunity to develop into happy, fulfilled adults and pride 
ourselves on the quality of education that we can offer, striving to achieve the best possible 
outcomes for our children. The school will play a key part in supporting the local community. 
 
Outdoor facilities at Lime Wood Primary will include a Forest School, an allotment and an all-
weather pitch. Inside facilities will include a music/drama studio, an art/DT room, a 
science/food room and an IT/Library area. We are forward thinking in our digital strategy and 
all our children will have access to a range of IT including iPads. 
 
At Lime Wood Primary, we aim to give all children an exciting, innovative educational 
experience to support them to become the best learners they can be. We know our children 
will leave our school ready for the next stage of learning. 
 

http://pa.bexley.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=NF6IESBE01D00
http://pa.bexley.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=NF6IESBE01D00
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We have high ambitions for all of our learners, providing equity of opportunity for all. Our 
aspiration is for all children to leave our Trust with a sense of belonging to a tightly knit 
community where they have the confidence and skills to make decisions, make connections 
and become self-regulated learners.  
 
Wherever possible we look for meaningful opportunities across the curriculum for the 
children to make connections with their learning whilst not compromising on the knowledge 
they need to build upon.  
 
We use a core text approach and provide children with contexts which are rich in local history, 
as well as areas of geographical interest, and as a family of schools we strongly believe that 
our children should be aware of this in order to develop a love for where they live. We also 
want them to understand how where they live fits into the wider locality, e.g. London and 
beyond. Each theme therefore looks at local impact, before considering regional impact, the 
wider UK, and where appropriate, across the world. 
 
We are proud of the work that is taking place with our educational offer across the Trust.  We 
have been working with Apple to develop the use of technology within our classrooms and 
we have been developing our continual professional learning with a focus on access to 
excellent resources.  
 
Click here for a video of our Apple journey so far Woodland Academy Trust 
 

1.4  Purpose of and process for the consultation  
  
The consultation set out to assess local public opinion in relation to the proposed 
development of a new primary free school for students aged 3 - 11. The consultation 
comprised of a marketing campaign and quantitative research based upon:  
  

• 106 consultation documents (See Appendix A) were issued to:  
o Local primary schools  
o Local secondary schools  
o Local nurseries and children’ services 
o Local childminders 
o Local GP surgeries and medical facilities 
o Local churches 
o Local football club 
o Local libraries  
o Local Authority officers   
o Local Ward councillors  
o Local MPs 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IHF39HAIQj4
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• 8,000 leaflets (See Appendix B) distributed to all households within a 3 mile radius 
from the proposed school site.   

  
• Details were available on the Lime Wood Primary School website at Consultation 

for Lime Wood Primary - Lime Wood Primary School outlining the proposal and 
included links to the consultation document, online questionnaire (See Appendix C) 
and proposed admissions arrangements.  

  
• The school’s website (See Appendix D) – was used to advertise the consultation 

arrangements. 
     

• Consultees were able to use the info@watschools.org.uk email address for enquiries   
  

• A postal address c/o one of the Trust schools (Knockhall Primary School) was made 
available to receive postal enquiries.  

   
• Outlining of the proposed vision, ethos and curriculum offer, and proposed 

admissions arrangements were available on the school website Lime Wood Primary 
School 

  
 
Section 2  
  
2.1 Overall analysis of responses  
  
17 formal responses to the consultation were received. These were all received via the 
online questionnaire link on the brochure, leaflet and school website.  
  
Respondents were asked to indicate their category:  

 
Note: Some respondents selected more than one category to identify themselves.  

https://www.limewoodprimaryschool.co.uk/key-information/consultation-25th-july-4th-september-2022/
https://www.limewoodprimaryschool.co.uk/key-information/consultation-25th-july-4th-september-2022/
mailto:info@watschools.org.uk
https://www.limewoodprimaryschool.co.uk/
https://www.limewoodprimaryschool.co.uk/
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In response to the key question ‘Do you agree that Woodland Academy Trust should enter 
into a Funding Agreement with the Secretary of State to open and run Lime Wood Primary 
School?’ (This is a critical step required for the school to open)’, the feedback was 82.4%  
in favour:  
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Additional comments submitted from those in favour:  

 
a. The Erith area is in real need of a school with modern and 

sustainable facilities. The 3G pitch would be a godsend. 
b. The school is necessary 

  
Comments submitted from those NOT in favour:  
  

c. Not required 
d. There many unfilled places for children form 5-11 years in other 

local schools. 
 
 

In response to above:  
  

• The school is situated within the Erith Quarry development, which 
when complete in 2026 will consist of 849 homes.  

• Lime Wood has been established to serve the new communities 
within The Quarry development in Erith and when needed 
additional school places within the local area.  
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2.2  Responses to the other consultation questions 

 
 
2.2.1 Are you in favour of the proposed new primary free school?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Additional comments submitted from those in favour:  

 
a. Very close location to us; modern, new building, new facilities, 

high demand for school serving residents in the Quarry 
development. 

b. With the growing number of new residents, the area needs a new 
school. 

c. There are not enough school places in Bexley area to cover the 
new flats and houses in construction so it is needed 

d. I have a daughter that will benefit from it 
e. It’s wonderful new school which will open just in time for our son 

to start reception 
f. Without a new school a housing development like that would 

overload the surrounding schools 
   

  
Comments submitted from those NOT in favour:  
  

g. Enough schools in the area 
h. There are too many unfilled school places in the local area - do 

not think other places required 
i. The other local schools are not full and not filling the capacity they 

have available.
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In response to 2.2.1:  
  

• The school is situated within the Erith Quarry development, which when 
complete in 2026 will consist of 849 homes.  

• Lime Wood has been established to serve the new communities within The 
Quarry development in Erith and when needed additional school places 
within the local area.  

 
  
  
2.2.2 Do you support the aims and ethos of the new school, which we have 

described throughout this consultation document?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

  
 
  
 
Additional Comments submitted 

 
a. Seems a reasonable summary 

 
 
2.2.3 Do you support our proposed admissions arrangements, as outlined on the 

school's website?  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lime Wood Primary School:  A Public Consultation  
 

Page 11 of 22  
  

 
  

           Comments submitted from those in favour: 
           
           None 

 
Comments submitted from those NOT in favour:  
  

a. It's too complicated for residents of Bexley if you're outside the LPA process 
b. I can’t view the admissions arrangements 

  
  
In response to the admissions related concerns above:  
  

• The Admissions Arrangement and Application form can be found at the 
following link: Admissions - Lime Wood Primary School 

• There is a dedicated email address for Applications and Admission queries: 
lwpadmissions@watschools.org.uk  

  
 

2.2.4 Additional comments on the proposal outlined in this document?  
  

a. Please open the school, it looks fantastic, and is a brilliant opportunity to 
improve the education facilities for the area and benefit children. 

b. The community needs additional special school places, rather than 
mainstream places. As stated there many unfilled places in other local schools. 
 

 
In response to the special school places concerns:  
  

• Whilst not dedicated special school Lime Wood Primary will have 
significant expertise in supporting SEND children and will work with 
individual families to ensure every child receives an education appropriate 
to their needs. 

  
 

https://www.limewoodprimaryschool.co.uk/virtual-office-and-admissions/admissions/
mailto:lwpadmissions@watschools.org.uk
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Appendix A: Consultation Brochure  
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Appendix B: Consultation flyer 
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Appendix C: Online Questionnaire  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
    
 
 
 
 



Lime Wood Primary School:  A Public Consultation  
 

Page 21 of 22  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lime Wood Primary School:  A Public Consultation  
 

Page 22 of 22  
  

 
Appendix D: Lime Wood’s website page  
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