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Addendum: Early Intervention and Specialist Advice Service – Traded Teams

Addendum to Service Level Agreement:
Early Intervention and Specialist Advice Service – Traded Teams

Educational Psychology Service
‘Helping educational settings and families improve the learning and social emotional outcomes of children and young people using our expertise in psychology and special educational needs’.
Why choose us:
Educational Psychologists hold post-graduate qualifications in educational psychology and have an understanding of developmental issues in children and young people and how these can affect their learning and social and emotional development.
Our Educational Psychologists work closely with other services within Bexley, including other teams in the Early Intervention and Specialist Advice Service, CAMHS and the Autism Assessment Service. They are therefore well placed to support schools in working with these agencies, as well as facilitate child and family links.
What we can offer
Educational Psychologists undertake detailed assessments of children and young people in the context of school (and occasionally at home), to explore any difficulties with learning or social and emotional development the child or young person may be having, as well as identifying strengths.  Educational Psychologists work closely with the key people involved in supporting the child or young person. This would include meeting with parents to gain their views and working with teachers to advise on learning, emotional and social issues (including behavioural difficulties). They also provide support at a whole school level, for example through training sessions.
Specifically they can offer the following services: work with individual pupils which may include classroom observation and individual assessment, therapeutic interventions, work with groups of pupils, problem solving meetings (consultations) with staff and parents/ carers or In-service training.
About our team
All staff are skilled and experienced in their field. They are registered with the Health Care Professions Council and other Professional Bodies as appropriate.
Benefits 
All staff have access to regular professional development opportunities to enhance their skills on a regular basis and allow them to meet the required standards for continued registration with the Health Professions Council. They receive regular supervision from Senior Educational Psychologists/Principal Educational Psychologist.
The staff are part of a multidisciplinary team and can seek support from colleagues with expertise in a variety of areas. This can enable children’s difficulties to be addressed in a holistic way. Where appropriate, they can undertake joint casework with colleagues from the Service.


Social Emotional and Mental Health Partners

‘Working to support schools in managing pupils who have social emotional and mental health difficulties’

Why choose us:

Social Emotional and Mental Health Partners form part of the Early Intervention and Specialist Advice Service in the London Borough of Bexley. They work to support schools in managing pupils who have social, emotional and mental health difficulties in school. They can work directly with pupils or offer support to staff in developing their own skills. We have clear processes to support children with social and emotional needs.

What we can offer:

Staff provide support direct to pupils or work with school staff. They have specialist skills in a variety of areas, including behaviour management, anger management, developing social skills, peer mentoring, therapeutic work, and the development of nurture groups.

Specifically, services involve working with individual pupils, which may include classroom observation and assessment as well as possible ongoing individual support over time (e.g. weekly 1 to 1 sessions), work with groups of pupils, consultation with staff regarding management of individual children and groups of children, consultation with parents, supporting staff in developing classroom management skills and supporting schools in developing policies to promote good behaviour.
 
About our team

Social Emotional and Mental Health Partners are teachers with special training and experience to help children who have social emotional and/or behaviour difficulties at home or school. They can signpost schools to other support and work closely with Mental Health in Schools Team (MHST).

Benefits

Skilled and Experienced Staff - all staff are skilled and experienced in a variety of areas relevant to this work. They can provide a variety of different services, tailored to meet the needs of pupils, parents and schools.

Links to a Multidisciplinary Team - the staff are part of a multidisciplinary team and can seek support from colleagues where cases are complex. They receive regular supervision. Where appropriate they can work jointly with colleagues from the team.

Ongoing Professional Development - all staff have access to regular professional development opportunities to enhance and develop their skills on an ongoing basis.
 












Early Intervention Social Worker

‘Working to support schools with managing family issues at early intervention level’

Why choose us:

Our Early Intervention Social Workers operate within a multi-disciplinary context, as part of the Early Intervention and Specialist Advice Service, complementing and supporting the work taking place within the rest of the team. There is general understanding that barriers to children’s learning are not related just to issues in school, and there is a strong relationship between resolving social concerns and educational improvement.
 

What we can offer

The Early Intervention Team Social Workers are available to schools, to offer assistance to families who are experiencing difficulties at home. They also provide training and guidance to schools on which other agencies may be able to support families. They offer advice to schools on Safeguarding and Child Protection issues and can offer supervision for school staff who work with vulnerable children and young people. They are able to advise schools on referrals to higher threshold services as well as working directly with identified families, with signed parental consent. Schools will benefit by having a dedicated Social Worker able to give clear advice and direction in terms of children and families in difficulties. They can also run intervention sessions to provide group support for families and children. 

About our team

The Early Intervention Team Social Workers are professionally qualified and highly experienced and have extensive knowledge of Safeguarding, Child Protection and Children in Need. The Social Workers are supervised by a more senior Social Worker in the Borough, and by one of the Early Intervention Team Managers. They are registered with the Health Professions Council and other Professional Bodies as appropriate.


Benefits

The Early Intervention Social Workers are part of a multidisciplinary team and can seek support from colleagues with expertise in a variety of areas where cases are particularly complex. This can enable children’s difficulties to be addressed in a holistic way. Where appropriate, they can undertake joint casework with colleagues from the team.
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